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In fact, the 40 percent of the state located along and east of Interstate 35 contains 86 
percent of the state’s population and saw 92 percent of the state’s population growth in 
2011 and 2012. Indeed, about the only significant population growth west of the I-35 
corridor came in and around El Paso, Midland, and Odessa. In fact, Midland (#1) and 
Odessa (#5) joined Austin (#7) in the ten fastest-growing metro areas in percentage 
growth in the nation from July 1, 2011, to July 1, 2012.31

Texans often quip they are “the buckle in the Bible Belt,” reflecting a  
strong Christian presence in the state. While most Texans might generally fall 
under the label “Christian,” the more specific practices that fall under that broad 
category are quite diverse. For example, one recent poll found that the percentage 
of Catholics (20 percent) and Baptists (19 percent) was roughly equal in Texas.32 
(See Figure 1.3.)

The state’s economy is as diverse as its people. While the state still has more farms 
(247,000 farms encompassing about 130,400,000 acres) and ranches than any other 
state,33 more Texans work in the information industry than agriculture. While Texas as 
a ranching and farming behemoth remains the preferred image, in fact, residents today 
are engaged in providing virtually every kind of product and service (see Table 1.1). 
Educational services and health care are the biggest industries, while agriculture, despite 
the image, is the smallest.
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  Figure 1.3  	 Religious Traditions in Texas, 2014

Source: Data from UT-Austin/Texas Tribune, Texas Statewide Survey, June 2014, http://s3.amazonaws.com/static.texastribune.org/media/documents/ 
uttt-jun2014-summary-all.pdf (accessed August 25, 2014), 21.
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